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LINK UP!
“Where morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy.”
Psalm 65:8 (NIV)

Thanks to dear Jill!
I can’t believe it’s nearly 3 years since
Jill Dyke joined us on the Leadership
Team - since then, we’ve all
benefited greatly from her
prayerfulness and her kindness!
After much prayer and
consideration, Jill decided to step
down from the diaconate at the end
of 2021, and so I’m sure you want to
join me in thanking her so much for
serving Longfleet in this way. Thank
you, Jill and God bless you! (Of
course, we would have announced
this at the January Open Church
Meeting - but see the note below!)

January Open Church
Meeting postponed:
As you may remember, folks (and as
those of you who were there on
Sunday will have heard), we were
planning to have an open church
meeting for members and nonmembers alike after the service on
Sunday 30th January. However,
given that we’re just starting to
cautiously poke our heads above the
parapet of Covid, we thought it
might be a better idea to wait until
the Spring, when more of us will be
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Dear church family,
I’m sure you’ll recognise the location of this
photo - yes, that’s right, it’s Holes Bay! I’d just
popped down for a little walk the other
afternoon, and as the sun started to head oﬀ for
its early bedtime, the swans gathered hopefully
as I paused to grab a photo. They were unlucky
- I didn’t have anything for them, but they did
provide me with a lovely snap!
If you look up Psalm 65, you find these words
just before our quotation:
“You answer us with awesome and righteous
deeds, God our Saviour, the hope of all the ends
of the earth and of the farthest seas, who
formed the mountains by your power, having
armed yourself with strength, who stilled the
roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves,
and the turmoil of the nations. The whole earth
is filled with awe at your wonders; where
morning dawns, where evening fades, you call
forth songs of joy.” (Vv 5-8)
Jesus’ disciples would have been familiar with
these words, and so when he calmed the waters
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of the stormy lake which was threatening to capsize
their boat, they were struck by the fact that only God
their Saviour can calm seas like this. Who was this
Jesus? Of course, in hindsight, we know, just as they
came to know, that Jesus was, and is, God the Son our Lord and Saviour, the One through whom
everything was created. So whether the sun is rising,
or setting, let’s allow ourselves to be ‘filled with awe’
at God’s wonders. Let’s allow God’s creation to
prompt us to ‘call forth songs of joy’ to Father, Son and Holy Spirit!

around! If you’re a Church
Member already, this doesn’t
affect our new model of 4 Church
Member Meetings a year. There
will still be 4 - this was an extra!
The next CMM is with the AGM on
Wednesday 23rd March 2022 at
7.30pm.

Keep trusting!
With love, your Pastor

A note from Carri about a new activity group called
‘Faith Outdoors’:
2022 kicked off with our first Faith Outdoors. Ten
of us started out across the chain ferry, where we
did a short walk around the inside of the harbour.
The weather was relatively kind but the tide was high
which made parts of the beach hard to negotiate without getting wet feet.
Fortunately Austin had his wellies on so was able to carry Orla around the tricky
bits.
Many of us rediscovered our sandcastle building skills – under Orla’s direction (she
was very specific at where she wanted the shells and the seaweed to go.) Then it
was back to base for well earned soup, sausage rolls
and mince pies. Our next Faith Outdoors will be on
Sunday 13th February, meeting at my house (Arley
Road) after church at around 1pm, heading off to Poole
Park, hopefully to see the snowdrops which are usually
in abundance around the cricket field (great photo
opportunity.) We will put in a stop at the play park
before completing the walk round the lake and then, if you are able ... back here for
bacon butties. Anyone interested in joining us should see me or Austin.
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