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LINK UP!
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. .” Romans 12:2

It’s nearly time for our next
AGM!:
Can you believe how we’re rattling
through the year?! You watch, it’ll be
Christmas again in a minute!
Well,
alright, not quite, but it IS nearly time for
our AGM! So, a shout out to church
members: put Wednesday 23rd March,
7.30pm in your diaries or on your digital
calendars (with a handy ‘ping’ to remind
you - love the reminders on my phone!)
- as usual, it’ll be an AGM and normal
church members’ meeting combined.
And, get your thinking and praying caps
on, folks. Once again, we are accepting
nominations for the diaconate, so if
there’s anyone that you think God may
be calling to serve him as a deacon of
Long eet Baptist, especially as the
church moves on into a new chapter,
please have a word with that person to
see if they’d be willing to be nominated,
and then see Janet Matterface for a
nomination pack. All nominations must
be in to Janet by 6th March.

A note from Robert Hatch
and family:
We’re very much thinking and praying
for Robert, Anne and Maria just now,
after their dear Mum, Joan, went to be
with the Lord a few days ago. The burial
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Dear church family,
You may be wondering why I am showing you a
picture of some empty boxes! Mike and I are
decluttering at the moment, and when you’re
doing that, there’s nothing more satisfying than
the sight of an empty box! It means both that
you have disposed of whatever was inside it, and
that you can now ll it with stu to take to the
recycling centre, books to take to a second-hand
bookshop or bric-a-brac to take to a charity
shop. But you can’t t anything else into a box
until it’s been sorted and emptied - then it’s
ready to be used for something else!
That got me thinking about our minds and how
quickly they can become cluttered up. We can
go so easily from day to day with all the worries,
tasks, upsets and frustrations building up inside,
and if we’re not careful, we can suddenly nd
our heads look like a loft or garage where we’ve
just been dumping things we’ll ‘sort out later’
and which then just sit there, clogging
everything up. The problem is, although we
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will take place rst at Poole Cemetery,
and then the family have invited us to
Joan’s Thanksgiving Service up at The
Lodge at Harbour View, starting at 11am
and followed by refreshments.

A reflection from Celtic Daily
Prayer, Book 1 - from the
Aidan Readings for 11th
February:
Bible verses to go with this re ection are
from Psalm 18:6; Genesis 1:20 & Acts
8:14-17:
“In Your presence there is an absence
silencing my greatest fear.
It is with You that I know the essence of
what is life, now that You’re near.

It is in the absence of Your presence that I
rekindle my desire;
And it is when I am without You that I
burn, an inextinguishable re.

In Your presence there is an absence of all
that preys upon my mind;
For my heart’s desire’s before me, and I
leave all else behind.

It is in the absence of Your presence that I
have learned to be apart.
It is without You that I am with You; for You
are Joy within my heart.”
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can’t see our boxes of stu in the loft or in the
garage (unless we make a point of going up into
the loft or into the garage!), we do still know
it’s all there, just waiting to be sorted through
at some point. And the longer we leave the
task, the more daunting it becomes. Believe
me, I know!
Similarly, if we don’t come to the Lord and talk
to him about what’s cluttering up our heads,
asking him to empty out the stu we don’t
need or that is actually harming us, then we are
not allowing him to transform our lives
through the renewing of our minds. Old
resentments, old upsets or grievances that
we’ve not dealt with, attitudes that don’t
re ect God’s will, behaviours that don’t glorify
our Lord Jesus - all of these things weigh us
down and stop us being the people God
created us to be.
The good news is that Jesus has dealt with all
of this clutter once and for all on the cross - so
when we come to him and confess the things
that are weighing us down, we can be cleared
out of those boxes of sins that we’ve stored
away to be sorted out later!
And just like those cardboard boxes,
sometimes it takes quite a bit of time and tears
for us to work through with our heavenly
Father. But again…just like those cardboard
boxes…..once we have gone through the
decluttering process, our minds will have more
capacity to be lled again, this time with the
fruits of the Holy Spirit that we’ve been talking
about over the last few weeks!
That’s well worth the work of decluttering,
don’t you think?!
Keep trusting!
With love, your Pastor

Janet Rimmer
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