13 April 2022

LINK UP!
“He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be
dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed.”
1 Peter 2:24
Dates for your Diary!
Good Friday - Friday 15th April 2022:
9.20am: Meet at St Mary’s RC for March
of Witness into town
10am: Churches Together Open Air
Service, just outside Sainsbury’s in
Poole.
11.15am: Good Friday Service at
Long eet BC
Easter Sunday - Sunday 17th April
2022
6am:
SonRise service at Sandbanks
(west end)
11am: Easter Celebration at Long eet
BC
We d n e s d a y 2 0 t h A p r i l , 2 p m :
Thanksgiving service for the life of
Graham Young - all welcome.
Sunday 24th April:
Suzie’s nal
Sunday Service, followed by lunch - all
welcome!

Dear church family,
Have you ever gone into a darkened room and
had to stumble around until you found the light
switch? Or wrestled with a crossword puzzle
that you just couldn’t solve until suddenly
inspiration struck? Or do you remember being
completely confused by some new concept
being taught in school or college or university
until someone came alongside and explained it
in such a way that you suddenly ‘got it’?
In all of the situations above, that moment of
realisation, of ‘light on the subject’, changes
everything. Suddenly, we understand and we
can carry on with a new perspective. That’s a
bit like the gift of Easter.

We can be stumbling around, trying to
gure out this thing called ‘life’, trying to work
out who we are and what we believe, living our lives to the best of our ability - and then, along
comes Jesus, and everything changes! In our verse today, the apostle Peter talks about the
fact that Jesus - that’s God the Son - ‘personally carried our sins in his body on the cross’, and
died with them, thus killing the power of them over our lives. He then rose again on Easter
Sunday, thus proving that everything he’d said was true! So when he says that all who believe
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in him will have eternal life, we can believe him! Do you know what it is to be truly,
completely loved and truly, completely forgiven? If not, why not come to Jesus this Easter
and give your life to him? If you’ve already done that, why not recommit yourself to him this
Easter? Ask for a fresh understanding of his sacri ce for us on that rst Good Friday, and for
the Holy Spirit to ll our lives with the joy of Resurrection Life this Easter Sunday? Let’s ask
our Heavenly Father to truly switch the light on in our hearts!
Well, dear ones, this is my last newsletter as Pastor of Long eet Baptist - it’s been a fairly
steep learning curve over the last (nearly) 5 years and during that time we’ve laughed together
and cried together, we’ve agreed and disagreed, we’ve prayed together and worshipped
together. It’s my prayer that as you move forward as a church family, you keep your hearts
and minds open to the movement of the Holy Spirit and that you keep holding on to the God
who is always with you and who loves you more than you could possibly know!
Keep trusting!
With love, your Pastor

A Note from the Deacons:

Coming soon to a church near you!
With Suzie’s nal Sunday with us fast approaching we want to let you
know what will be happening in the weeks after she leaves us.
Prayer Services:
The Deacons feel that it is very
important for us to pray together as a church, particularly in the coming
months. Discussions that we had at Church Members’ meetings at the
end of last year showed that it was quite dif cult to come up with a time
during the week to gather people together to pray. So, we have decided
to try something slightly different. On the rst Sunday in each month, we
propose to hold a Sunday morning service with a prayer focus. On those
Sundays we won’t have a preacher, but we will still have singing, and
sharing some scripture and this will be interspersed with times of prayer
both in small groups and more open times too. The service will also
include our monthly communion service. As it is quite dif cult to have
prayer groups in the church, we will hold these services in the hall and to
make them less formal we will serve coffee and tea as everyone arrives.
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We’re going to try these for the months of May, June and July and then
review how we think they’ve gone and whether we need to make any
changes. We don’t want anyone to feel that this isn’t for them, there will
be no pressure for anyone to pray out loud unless they feel comfortable
with it, and you can sit with people you already know if you want to. The
three deacons are going to lead these rst three services starting with
Janet leading the service on 1st May. Do make a special effort to join us
that Sunday if you can.
More details of the other services in May on our next Link Up newsletter
on 27th April.
Wednesday Night In: Janet will be leading the rst few weeks of
Wednesday Night In on Zoom and we’ll be looking at Post-Resurrection
Encounters with Jesus. Then when Stan and Barbara Goose return from
their holiday they will be leading a set of studies on the Seven Churches
in Revelation. If you haven’t joined in this group before, or if you did but
haven’t for a while, then why not give it a try. As long as you’ve got
internet access, or a landline phone have a chat with Janet to nd out
more.
Link Up Newsletter: will continue to be produced on a fortnightly basis,
though the postal ones will be done on Thursdays from now on so you
will receive them slightly later than you have done. Anyone who has
been having these posted but is now back in church will receive theirs on
a Sunday to save the postal costs.
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